THE    MEMOIRS    OF
only thing Fm sorry for is that I was so merciful when I was
free. If I had killed a score or two more, they could only
have "topped" me in the end.'
His flow of abuse was stopped with difficulty, and while
the judge was passing sentence, McCoy repeatedly inter-
rupted him in the coarsest language, and when the trial was
over, he poured out a torrent of filth and obscenity, while
four husky constables dragged him out of the court.
Rashleigh's case followed immediately. He was charged
with being present, aiding and abetting in the commission
of a robbery with violence, he being at the time a runaway
convict.
The evidence of one of the men belonging to the hut on
the Cumaroy was now taken, and was supported by that of
McGuffin as to his apprehension. Rashleigh, called upon
for his defence, related the manner in which he had at the
outset been taken by the bushrangers, and called upon
McGuffin to testify what he had seen in proof of his being
only the bushrangers' unwilling and compelled agent.
McGuffin recounted what had taken place at the Shannavan
house, and swore to the fact that Rashleigh was not bearing
arms at the time of the affray which led to his arrest.
The judge summed up and left it to the jury to decide
whether it was possible that the prisoner could have been
compelled to remain for so long a period with those lawless
men, unless he wished to do so, and whether, in any event,
he could not have escaped. After very brief consideration,
the jury returned a verdict of guilty, upon which Rashleigh
was affected much as he had been at his first trial on a
capital charge.
Numbness came over his senses, so that he did not hear
a word of the judge's eloquence in passing sentence, and he
had lost all sense of time and place as he meekly followed
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